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CITYCHURCH AT-THIRTY-SIX:-MONTHS



The creative team would like to extend a very special THANK YOU to Carol
Samuelson for following the call of Jesus to document every one of these beautiful
stories. This would not have been possible without you. And to Rob Hammond and

Kirsten Flower, THANKS for stepping in to help out with photography. We greatly
appreciate you.
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ourcitychurch.org



THREE YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE A HANDFUL OF FRIENDS BEGAN A NEW ADVENTURE AND
STARFERIA CHUREHIN-THEClITY. THREE YEARS AIHREE:CHURECHES FAND € @UNFLE SSs SO RIES
AND FRIENDSHIPS HAVE GROWN ALONG THE WAY. WE’VE SPENT THESE LAST THIRTY-SIX
MONTHS BUILDING A HOUSE OF MEMORIES. MEMORIES OF LOSS, MEMORIES OF TRIUMPH,
MEMORIES OF PERSEVERANCE AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE FAITHFULNESS OF OUR GOD.

WE CAN’'T PUT INTO A FEW PARAGRAPHS WHAT BEING A PART OF CITYCHURCH HAS MEANT TO
OUR FAMILY. SO MUCH OF OUR STORY IS INTERTWINED WITH THIS STORY. WE ARE GRATEFUL,
HUMBLED, IMPERFECT, AND IN NEED OF MUCH LEARNING. WE ARE ALSO COURAGEOQUS,
MATURING, AND READY FOR THE NEXT SUNRISE.

THE FUTURE OF THIS COMMUNITY DOES NOT KNOW BORDERS OR LIMITS. PEOPLE SAY NEW
ENGLAND IS DEAD. IT’S TOO COLD, TOO DISCONNECTED, TOO FAR GONE. WE SAY NEW
ENGLAND IS READY FOR A RESURRECTION.

AND THE SUN IS BREAKING THROUGH THE CLOUDS.

THE MIRACLES OF THE LAST THREE YEARS MAKE A WONDERFUL STORY. STILL,
SOMETHING DEERPER CGALLS QUL OUS EROM EHE INSIDE:

SOMETHING TELLS US THAT THIS IS JUST THE OPENING PARAGRAPH IN A
MUCH GREATER NARRATIVE.

JUSTIN &
GHRISY KENDRICGK
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TWO YEARS AGO, GOD MOVED OUR FAMILY TO NEW HAVEN. WE
HAD LIVED FOR OVER 10 YEARS IN HAWAII AND HAD NEVER
LIVED IN THE NORTHEAST. IF WE EXPERIENCED ANY TYPE OF
CONCERN, IT WAS RELATED TO FINDING A GOOD CHURCH HOME.
ALL WE HAD EVER HEARD ABOUT THIS PART OF THE UNITED
STATES WAS THAT ITS CHURCHES WERE ANEMIC AND WATERED
DOWN. OUR VIEW OF CHURCH IS THAT IT IS NOT MERELY ABOUT
WHAT THE CHURCH CAN DO FOR US; RATHER, IT IS ABOUT HOW
WE CAN BECOME PART OF A COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS WHO
CARE FOR EACH OTHER AND SERVE THEIR WORLD WHILE
STANDING FIRM ON THE WORDS OF THE BIBLE.

THE FIRST CHURCH WE FOUND ONLINE WAS CITYCHURCH. SINCE
THE VERY FIRST SUNDAY WE ATTENDED, IT HAS BEEN “HOME.”
WE FOUND IT TO BE EXACTLY WHAT WE NEEDED — A PLACE THAT
WELCOMED US WITH OPEN ARMS AND CHALLENGED US TO GROW
AND SERVE WITH THEM. WE ARE SO, SO THANKFUL FOR THE
CORE WHO OBEYED GOD AND STARTED CITYCHURCH. IT HAS
MADE IT EASY FOR EACH OF US TO CONTINUE OUR JOURNEY
DOWN THE ROAD WITH JESUS. WE ARE THANKFUL TO SERVE AS
ELDER TO THIS COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS.

ROGER, DEB & “DIZ” ANDRUSS
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[{MS ©: GRATEEULSERATICITY.C HURCHVEXISTS
IN NEW HAVEN AND HAS SUCH A WELCOMING
COMMUNITY. | COME FROM THE MIDWEST
WHERE FINDING A CHURCH NEVER SEEMS TO
BE A PROBLEM. WHEN | MOVED TO NEW
HAVEN A YEAR AGO FOR GRADUATE SCHOOL,
| HAD THE HARDEST TIME FINDING A CHURCH
WHERE | FELT LIKE | BELONGED.
AFTER SOME TIME, | DISCOVERED CITY
CHURCH. TO MY SURPRISE, | FOUND THAT
ONE OF MY FRIENDS FROM MY DEPARTMENT
OF CHEMISTRY AT SCHOOL ALSO ATTENDED.
| NEVER DREAMT THAT | WOULD FIND A
CHURCH HOME, LET ALONE A FRIEND TO GO
TO CHURCH WITH! | HAVE BEEN ATTENDING
CITYCHURCH FOR THE PAST TWO MONTHS.
MY FAITH HAS REALLY GROWN DURING THIS
BIME S IEEELL MU CHES @:MUEUECHSICLE©S ERTEOIGEOE:
| HAVE SEEN MY PRAYER LIFE BECOME MORE
CONSISTENT, | HAVE JOINED A COMMUNITY
GROUP AND AM EXPERIENCING HIS PEACE.

KELLY MATERNA
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CITYCHURCH HAS BEEN A PLACE WHERE GOD HAS BROKEN CHAINS WHICH EXISTED IN MY
EIEESCEIRSTANDFEOREMOST, GOD EREED ME-EROMITHE MISTRUST-WHICH I EELTEORSEHE
INSTITUTION OF “CHURCH”. IN THE PROCESS HE HAS GIVEN ME A NEW HEART AND
LONGING FOR COMMUNITY. GOD IS USING HIS WORD TO SPEAK TRUTH INTO MY LIFE. THE
“PROVERBIAL SEX” SERMON (FROM THE “SOUND OF PRUDENCE”) SERIES WAS ONE OF
THOSE MOMENTS. IT NAILED THE COFFIN SHUT ON SEXUAL SIN, AND | SEE MYSELF FOR
THE FIRST TIME MORE FULLY, PRECIOUS, BEAUTIFUL, AS A WOMAN OF GOD. | AM
ESPECIALLY GRATEFUL FOR THE CONSISTENT MESSAGE REMINDING ME OF MY
DEPENDENCE ON THE CROSS. IT HAS REVIVED IN ME THE OBJECT AND OUTCOME OF MY
FAITH. | AM SIMULTANEOUSLY HUMBLED AND EXALTED AS | ENJOY A RENEWED
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS. HE HAS EMPOWERED ME TO SEE MY PURPOSE AS | BELONG TO
A COMMUNITY ON MISSION.

DANIELLE CHARLEMAGNE

PATRICK AND | MOVED TO NEW HAVEN IN THE MIDDLE OF WINTER, JANUARY 2012. WE
WERE TRAVEL NURSES AND HAD COME TO WORK AT YALE ON A THREE MONTH CONTRACT.
WE KNEW WE HAD TO FIND A TEMPORARY CHURCH HOME IN WHICH TO FELLOWSHIP AND
GROW. ON RECOMMENDATION OF A CO-WORKER WE CAME TO CITYCHURCH AND WERE
BLOWN AWAY. THERE WAS A PALPABLY GENUINE DEVOTION TO CHRIST - FROM THE
GREETERS TO THE WORSHIP TO THE PASTORS AND MESSAGE. WE JUST KNEW THAT THIS
WAS A PLACE WE COULD DIG DEEP IN THE LITTLE TIME WE WERE GIVEN.

WE ATTENDED THE LACOILLE’S COMMUNITY GROUP; LITTLE DID WE KNOW THEY WOULD
BECOME OUR DEAREST FRIENDS IN NEW HAVEN. OVER THE NEXT TWO MONTHS WE
TALKED, GREW AND WERE STRETCHED IN OUR WALKS WITH THE LORD. BEFORE WE LEFT,
MY HUSBAND TOLD ME THAT HE FELT COMPELLED TO DEDICATE HIS LIFE TO THE LORD IN
BAPTISM. | HAD TO MOVE AHEAD WITH OUR BELONGINGS, BUT MY HUSBAND WAS ABLE TO
STAY BEHIND AND BE BAPTIZED. THE VIDEO CLIP TERESA SENT OF HIS TESTIMONY AND
BAPTISM STILL MOVES ME TO TEARS. THIS WAS A BEAUTIFUL, TRANSFORMATIONAL TIME
FOR US, AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS A COUPLE. WE THANK GOD FOR ALL OF YOU
WORLD-CHANGERS AT CITYCHURCH.

PATRICK & EMILY MCHENRY
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SINCE COMING TO CITYCHURCH, | HAVE FOUND GOD TOTALLY REDEFINING MY
PERSPECRINVEOFEHOSPIFALIR SH ENSICOMBREERELYEXRIEGODINGEMYEDERINERIGINFASEHE
INTERTWINES THE CONCEPT OF HOSPITALITY AND THE REALITY OF COMMUNITY. WHEN
WE MOVED UP HERE FROM SOUTH CAROLINA IN ORDER TO WORK WITH THE CHURCH, WE
FOUND MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY OPENING THEIR HOMES AND LIVES IN ORDER TO
GIVE US A PLACE TO LIVE. | REALIZED THAT HOSPITALITY WAS NOT MERELY AN EVENT,
BUT RATHER A HEART ATTITUDE FOUNDED ON HIS GENEROSITY TO MY SOUL. | AM
FINDING GOD BUILDING WITHIN ME SPIRIT FILLED HOSPITALITY AS | LEARN TO EXTEND
THE BOUNDARIES OF MY TIME, HOME AND SCHEDULE. AS WE LAUNCH CITYCHURCH
MERIDEN, | HAVE A HEART DESIRE FOR AUTHENTIC WORSHIP; WORSHIP WHICH IS AN
EXPRESSION OF AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD WHICH GOES BEYOND THE
CONFINES OF SUNDAY MORNINGS AND INSTEAD FLOODS THE STREETS OF THE CITIES
AND THE LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE. IT IS MORE THAN MUSIC; RATHER IT IS A DAILY
EXPRESSION OF GOD’S WORK WITHIN US. MY DREAM IS TO SEE THE CITIES OF NEW
ENGLAND AUTHENTICALLY WORSHIPING THE NAME OF JESUS!

EMILY LETHCO

| GREW UP IN A SPIRITUALLY CONSERVATIVE BACKGROUND WHERE MUCH OF MY FAITH
HERITAGE WAS CLOSED TO THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. SINCE COMING
TO CITYCHURCH | HAVE SEEN GOD’S HAND EFFECT A PARADIGM SHIFT AS | AM
LEARNING WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE WITHIN THE SPIRIT. | AM DISCOVERING A
HARMONIZATION OF MY PHYSICAL, INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL BEING AS | DAILY
WALK WITH HIM, AND IN THE PROCESS | AM SEEING THE HAND OF GOD IN MY LIFE
VIVIDLY AFFECT MY WORLD. THIS TRANSFORMATION HAPPENED LITERALLY IN A
MOMENT. MY HEART HAD ALREADY BEEN PREPARED FOR GOD’S WORK IN MY SOUL
THROUGH SERMON SERIES SUCH AS “CONTEND WITH ME” AND “THE SECRET LIFE OF
GIANTS”. HOWEVER, IT WAS WHEN | WENT ON THE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND THAT GOD
CHANGED MY WALK OF FAITH FROM AN INTELLECTUALLY FOCUSED EXPERIENCE TO AN
OVERWHELMING ENCOUNTER WITH HIS SPIRIT. HE AND | ARE EMBARKING ON A LIFE
CHANGING ADVENTURE. AS WE LAUNCH THE MERIDEN LOCATION OF CITYCHURCH, |
HAVE A RENEWED CALLING TO SHEPHERD HIS PEOPLE. MY PASSION IS TO GROW
LEADERS; TO EQUIP AND EMPOWER THEM TO REACH THIS GENERATION FOR HIM. | AM
EXCITED FOR THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THIS NEW COMMUNITY.

LUKE LETHGO
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THERE ARE TWO AMAZING IRONIES IN MY
LIFE WITH REGARDS TO CITYCHURCH. IF
YOU TOLD ME 10 YEARS AGO THAT | WOULD
BE ATTENDING CHURCH AT THE CO-OP,
ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE BAR WHERE e
| WAS USING MY FAKE ID, | WOULD SAY
“YOU’RE CRAZY!”. GOD CERTAINLY HAS A
SENSE OF HUMOR; NOW, IN BRIDGEPORT, |
WALK BY MURPHY’S LAW, ANOTHER
ESTABLISHMENT WHERE | WASTED MANY
NIGHTS. IT IS A FABULOUS REMINDER
EVERY TIME | GO TO CITYCHURCH THAT THE
OLD ME IS GONE AND THE NEW IS HERE!
| ATTENDED CITY CHURCH IN JANUARY 2012
FOR THE FIRST TIME AFTER LEARNING THAT :
ONE OF MY STUDENTS HAD JUST BEEN
SHOT AND KILLED. MY HEART WAS SO
HEAVY THAT MORNING. EVERYTHING CAME
INTO PERSPECTIVE WHEN THE BAND
PLAYED CHRIS TOMLIN’S “OUR GOD”. |
REALIZED THAT GOD IS GREATER AND THAT
HE IS THE ONLY SOLUTION FOR THE NEEDS
OF MY CITY. IN MARCH 2013, JUSTIN
PREACHED THE “GREATER THINGS” SERIES
AND MENTIONED PLANTING A CHURCH IN
BRIDGEPORT. THAT WAS JUST ANOTHER
CLEAR REMINDER THAT GOD HAS ME IN
BRIDGEPORT FOR A REASON. | TRULY
BELIEVE GOD WILL USE ME AND CITY
CHURCH IN MIGHTY WAYS IN BRIDGEPORT
AS WE ABIDE IN HIM (JOHN 15).

P

SHERRIT SANTANGELO
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WE WERE OUT FOR LUNCH AT A RESTAURANT
WHEN A FRIEND INVITED US TO CITYCHURCH.
AS SOON AS WE ATTENDED CITYCHURCH, WE
INSTANTLY KNEW WE WANTED TO BE A PART
OF THIS COMMUNITY OF GENUINE AND
AUTHENTIC JESUS LOVERS. GOD HAS
BLESSED US IN THIS COMMUNITY WITH
INCREDIBLE FRIENDSHIPS AND MENTORS WHO
WALK ALONGSIDE US. WE HAVE SEEN OUR
HEARTS YEARN MORE AND MORE FOR HIS
PRESENCE AND HIS WORD. OUR FAITH AND
PRAYER LIFE HAS GROWN AS WE HAVE
DEVELOPED DISCERNMENT FOR GOD’S PLAN
AND OUR UNIQUE GIFTEDNESS. WE LOVE
HOSTING AND LEADING OUR COMMUNITY
GROUP AND SERVING WITH THE CITYKIDS
AND AUDIO/VISUAL MINISTRIES. OUR
MARRIAGE HAS BEEN DRASTICALLY CHANGED
EHROUGH RHESEOVE ANDERESPECTECOURSE:
WE WERE BORN AND RAISED IN CONNECTICUT
AND ARE THRILLED TO SEE CITYCHURCH
REACHING OUR COMMUNITY. WE ARE SO
EXCITED AND GRATEFUL TO BE A PART OF
THIS MISSION TO BRING GOD’S KINGDOM TO
EARTH. GOD HAS ALIGNED OUR HEARTS
(MICAH AND MINE) WITH THE CALL OF THE
SPIRIT WITHIN THIS CHURCH BODY. WE LOVE
INVITING OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO COME
TO CHURCH AND HEAR THE GOSPEL AND
CANNOT WAIT TO SEE HOW THE CHURCH WILL
CONTINUE TO GROW AND EXPAND. WE ARE
LOOKING FORWARD TO GREATER SERVICE
AND OUTREACH IN THIS COMING YEAR.

SARAH FLASHMAN
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| WAS ON THE EDGE OF GIVING UP ON GOD WHEN | WALKED INTO CITYCHURCH. NO ONE
KNEW THAT BUT ME AS | ENTERED IN, BUT GOD AND | WERE AT A STANDSTILL. THIS WAS IT.
| CARRIED WOUNDS INTO THAT PLACE LIKE LUGGAGE. | WAS GUARDED AND NOT READY.
AND IT BECAME EVIDENT QUICKLY: GOD DOESN’'T NEED YOU TO BE THE READY ONE. YOU
JUST HAVE TO GIVE HIM ENOUGH BREATHING ROOM TO MOVE.

TO SAY GOD MOVED THROUGH CITYCHURCH TO GET TO ME IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT. HE
USED THE CHURCH TO BRING ME TO A POINT IN MY FAITH WALK | NEVER THOUGHT I'D
ARRIVE AT: THE POINT WHERE | AM UNWILLING TO LET HIM GO OR WAVER FROM HIS PATH,
NO MATTER WHERE THE WORLD COULD PROMISE TO TAKE ME. | KNOW BECAUSE OF THE
PEG©REEMNSTRHIS CHURCHIFHAT NEERR EALIS: STEARES W HENSY.OUTNET-REOPLEESN Tt SEEIKE
GOD IS STILL WHISPERING, EVEN AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, “NO MATTER WHERE YOU GO
OR WHAT YOU DO, YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE A PLACE RIGHT HERE. | AM BUILDING
SOMETHING GREATER HERE. | AM BUILDING UP A CHURCH NOT MADE OF BRICKS BUT OF
B@ONES &

HANNAH BRENCHER

PRIORTEOCITY.CHUREHMSATTRENDEDATEHURCHWHERESTHE:MEMBERS 'SEEMEDRT.O: BE iS5t
YEARS OLD WITH FAMILIES. | FELT OUT OF PLACE AS A SINGLE, YOUNG PERSON, BUT
WANTED TO CONNECT WITH A COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS. | GOT A LOT OF PLAYFUL

TEASING ABOUT MY YOUTH (I'M 26) AND BEGAN PRAYING, “GOD, IF YOU WANT ME AROUND
PEOPLE MY AGE, WOULD YOU MAKE A WAY?” TWO WEEKS LATER | MET UP WITH A FRIEND
AND SHE INTRODUCED ME TO CITYCHURCH! | AM SO GRATEFUL TO BE WALKING WITH
PEORLE OE:ALLAGES=BUITESPECIALLY EHOSE:MY AGE!

SABRINA DANARD
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| HAVE LOVED AND SERVED GOD FOR MOST
OF MY LIFE, BUT IT HAS BEEN AT CITY
CHURCH THAT HE HAS DRAWN ME CLOSER
TO HIS HEART. HE HAS INCREASED MY
HUNGER DAILY FOR TIME WITH HIM. HE HAS
SHOWN ME THAT SERVICE IS MORE THAN
AN ACTION; RATHER IT IS AN ACT OF
WORSHIP AND SURRENDER. HE HAS
REMINDED ME THAT HE IS THE ANSWER TO
EVERY ONE OF MY QUESTIONS. HE HAS
ALLOWED ME TO WITNESS MIRACLES. HE
HAS BLESSED ME BY ALLOWING ME A PART
IN PROVIDING AN ATMOSPHERE WHERE
PEOPLE CAN COME TO LIFE AND FIND HIS
TRANSFORMATION.

IN THE SUMMER OF 2013, CAROL AND |
TRAVELLED TO RWANDA WITH THE TEAM
FROM CITYCHURCH. MY LIFE WAS FOREVER
TRANSFORMED. | SAW CHILDREN WORSHIP
WITH ABANDONMENT. | SAW YOUNG PEOPLE
HUNGRY FOR THE REALITY OF GOD’S
GRACE. | SAW FAMILIES TRANSCEND
POVERTY IN THE LIGHT OF GOD’S RICHES.
DURING OUR VISIT TO A REFUGEE CAMP, AS
THE BAND PLAYED AND MINISTERED, | SAW
AN OLDER WOMAN DANCING AND PRAISING
GOD, AS SHE HELD IN HER HANDS A
WEATHERED BIBLE. THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY A
TREASURE SHE HAD CARRIED WITH HER.
GOD HAS BECOME MY TREASURE THAT |
NOW CARRY WITH ME.

SCOTT SAMUELSON









| HAVE BEEN A PART OF THIS
COMMUNITY SINCE IT WAS JUST 7 OF US
SITTING IN AN OFFICE AND HAVING BIBLE
STUDIES IN 2007. OUR FIRST ATTEMPT
AT COMMUNITY GROUP WAS WHEN 15 OF
USEHUDPRIEEDANSEHESSRDEEEO.OR OF
KENDRICK'S HOME ON TUESDAY NIGHTS.
IT WAS OUT OF THAT PLACE THAT
LIFE-CHANGING RELATIONSHIPS
SPAWNED. PEOPLE BEGAN TO MARRY,
BUYHOUSES ¥ANBDISIMBLEY: DD |EE
TOGETHER. THERE WAS JUST
SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT OUR LOVE
FOR EACH OTHER AND JESUS. IT WAS
UNLIKE ANYTHING WE HAD EVER SEEN.
[EISEIU STEASE EXCEEIN GEEODAYEAS A THIS
WEB OF AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN LIVING
CONTINUES TO EXPAND. MY LIFE HAS
BEEN UNIQUELY IMPACTED WITH EACH
WAVE OF NEW GROWTH. | LOVE MEETING
NEW PEOPLE WHO ARE SERIOUS ABOUT
PUSHING BEYOND A CURSORY
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS AS WE SEE
EACH OTHER THRIVE AND GROW. FROM
HOUSES, JOBS, HEARTBREAKING LOSS,
AND ALL THE JOYS THAT COME WITH
RAISING A FAMILY - AT THE VERY ROOT,
IT'S THE NEW KIND OF "NORMAL
CHRISTIAN LIFE". THAT'S WHAT | CAN'T
GET ENOUGH OF. | HAVE (GLADLY)
TURNED DOWN MAJOR CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES THAT WOULD HAVE
FORCED ME TO RELOCATE, JUST SO THAT
MY KIDS WILL KNOW THIS COMMUNITY AS
"NORMAL"

JEREMIAH LACGCOILLE



WE HAVE GROWN IMMEASURABLY IN OUR WALK WITH CHRIST BY BEING CHALLENGED AND
ENCOURAGED AT CITYCHURCH. AS A MILITARY COUPLE, WE MOVE OFTEN AND HAVE TO
MAKE A "HOME" IN A NEW PLACE WITHOUT KNOWING ANYONE. THIS CAN BE
OVERWHELMING AT TIMES. AT FIRST, WE USED THAT AS AN EXCUSE AND IT PREVENTED US
FROM GETTING PLUGGED INTO OUR NEW CITY AND CHURCH. HOWEVER, CITYCHURCH
HELPED US GET OUT OF OUR OWN WAY AND IT QUICKLY BECAME OUR HOME. WE WENT
FROM ELUSIVE CHURCH-GOERS TO COMMUNITY GROUP LEADERS. ALTHOUGH WE DIDN'T
NECESSARILY FEEL THAT WE WERE EXPERIENCED IN MINISTRY OR KNOWLEDGEABLE IN
THEOLOGY, WE FELT CALLED TO OPEN OUR HOME FOR GOD'S KINGDOM AND TO WALK
WITH CITYCHURCH IN ITS MISSION. THE MENTORSHIP WE RECEIVED AT CITY CHURCH
ALLOWED US TO BREAK THE CHAINS OF FEELING INEPT AND NOT "GOOD ENOUGH" TO
RECEIVE ALL OF GOD'S ABUNDANT GRACE. WE LEARNED THAT THERE IS NO BETTER TIME
THAN THE PRESENT TO STEP OUT AND STEP UP FOR HIM. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE SINCE
MOVED AWAY, WE WILL ALWAYS BE SO INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL TO HAVE HAD A COMMUNITY
LIKE CITYCHURCH AND WE CONTINUE TO DRAW CLOSER TO THE LORD IN OUR NEW HOME.

SARAH & JEFF JANERO

IT WAS SO REVITALIZING TO DISCOVER A CHURCH THAT IS UNDENIABLY ALIVE. THE PEOPLE
AT CITYCHURCH ARE BOLD, UNASHAMED, RAW, HONEST AND THEY LOVE AUTHENTICALLY.
WE HAVE NEVER HAD SUCH EXCITEMENT AND DEEP SPIRITUAL LONGING FOR SUNDAY
MORNINGS. WE ARE CONTINUALLY ASTONISHED AT THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF EACH
SERMON; WEEK AFTER WEEK THEY ARE EQUALLY CHALLENGING AND ENCOURAGING. | AM
GRATEFUL FOR THE DEDICATION OF CITYCHURCH TO ITS CONGREGATION TO CREATE AN
AMAZING EXPERIENCE FROM EVERY DEPARTMENT, AND TO ITS CITY. THIS IS EVIDENT IN
THE WAY CITYCHURCH PRACTICALLY, AND PHYSICALLY, REACHES OUT TO SERVE AND LOVE
NEW HAVEN. SINCE WE STARTED ATTENDING CITYCHURCH ONE YEAR AGO WE HAVE FELT
OUR FAITH GROW AND STRENGTHEN IN SO MANY WAYS. CITYCHURCH HAS BEEN TEACHING
US WHAT IT TANGIBLY LOOKS LIKE TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN EVERY ASPECT OF EVERYDAY
LIFE. THE PEOPLE, SERMONS, VALUES, AND MOVEMENT HAPPENING AROUND CITYCHURCH
HAVE A MOMENTUM THAT WE HAVE NEVER SEEN BEFORE, AND IT IS PURE JOY TO BE A
PART OF IT.

ADAM & REBEKAH WAGONER






EN BIRTHING IN US A
‘CONFIDENCE THAT HE
f‘qwo OF US DREAMS
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IN IMPLE RMS WITH WHAT SEEMS TO BE A COMMON PHRASE IN OUR
ST SO GRATEFUL THAT GOD HAS BROUGHT US HERE.

MIKE & BRITTANY SCHNEPP






| WAS RAISED IN A CH LIEVED | WAS
FOLLOWING HIM. OVER ' : : ‘ N ME A NEW LEVEL OF
INTIMACY. | HAD BEEN “D : 4 THO\ ! ‘ . IS TO PLEASE HIM, BUT
| WAS BUYING INTO SATA . ’ “ : CURITY AND VALUE. GOD
STARTED TO SHOW ME ; ' ' ' ‘ : PRI TTLE BY
LITTLE HE BEGAN TAKIN IYSELF VERY MUCH
ALONE. ALONE WAS A LY WHERE HE
WANTE
CITYCHURCH IS
OPPORTUNITY TO F » , » ;
ANOINTED MESSAGES. / A THIS Li] EY W RANSPARENT AND
LOVING PEOPLE. GOD’ y I UNDERSTAND
{RERHAPS FOR THE FIR® i ' :









| HAVE ONEY E I CITYCHURGH SIX MONTHS, BUT IT HAS BEEN AMAZING TO BE ABLE
TO TANGIB | PREVIOUSLY, | WAS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON MY
PERSONA EEING THAT HE IS CALLING ME TO DEEPLY
SERVE QTHERS / FINDING A DEEPER COMMUNION WITH HIM.
GALATIANS.6:1-1C 'HISIEALL TO SERVICE - TO LIFT EACH OTHER UP, TO SHARE OUR
BURDENS/AND T ‘ HAS GIVEN US INDIVIDUALLY FOR THE GLORY
OF HIS STRUGGLE IN THIS WAY, “LOSE YOUR LIFE AND

YOU WILL 'SA UT LOOK FOR CHRIST AND YOU WILL FIND HIM, AND
‘ THING ELSE THROWN IN.”

I'M GRATEF 5 F EVERYTHING AT CITYCHURCH. EVERY SERMON
SERIES AND , ife PREAD:THE LOVE OF JESUS THAT WE HAVE THE
BLESSING OF W L D FROM THE BURDEN OF SEEKING GOD’S PLAN FOR

MY LIFE; | KNG

SERVE. | AM, AS A RESULT, FINDING COMPLETE
.THAT | DO.

LZACH KYTE




| AM A FRESHMAN AT YALE UNIVERSITY. | HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE A WEEK, BUT | AM SO
ENCOURAGED BY THE ENERGY, PASSION, AND FELLOWSHIP THAT CITYCHURCH HAS TO
OFFER. IT IS SO ENCOURAGING TO SEE SUCH A LOVING GROUP OF CHRISTIANS IN MY
HOME AWAY FROM HOME, AND HAS MADE THE TRANSITION TO COLLEGE SO MUCH EASIER.
| LOOK FORWARD TO THRIVING AT CITYCHURCH IN MY NEXT FOUR YEARS AT YALE. THANK
YOU, GOD, FOR ALL OF YOUR BLESSINGS.

EVIE CAI

| MET MY HUSBAND 37 YEARS AGO IN A YOUTH GROUP. WE WERE MARRIED AND THEN
RAISED OUR CHILDREN IN THE SAME CHURCH. WE WERE INVOLVED IN EVERY MINISTRY,
ASSUMED COUNTLESS LEADERSHIP ROLES AND SERVED UNDER SEVERAL PASTORS. WE
WERE COMPLETELY AT THE HEART OF THE CHURCH SERVING FAITHFULLY AND
WHOLEHEARTEDLY. EVERYTHING CHANGED 8 YEARS AGO WHEN A NEW PASTOR WAS
VOTED IN. OUR ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS APPEARED TO BE MISINTERPRETED AND WE
EVENTUALLY QUIETLY LEFT. THIS WAS AN INCREDIBLE PAINFUL MOMENT FOR US. AS A
RESULT, OVER THE ENSUING YEARS, THE WOUND OF THAT EVENT TOOK ROOT IN OUR
HEARTS AND WE STARTED TO DOUBT SO MUCH. OUR ADULT CHILDREN WERE GROUNDED
AND ALREADY SERVING IN OTHER MINISTRIES. WE HAD, HOWEVER, RECENTLY ADOPTED A
YOUNG SIBLING GROUP AND WE KNEW THEY NEEDED TO BE IN CHURCH. OUR OLDEST
DAUGHTER INVITED US TO CITYCHURCH. WE HAD TRIED SO MANY CHURCHES AND NEVER
FELT A SENSE OF BELONGING. ON THE DAY WE WENT, THEY ANNOUNCED THE MERIDEN
LAUNCH. MY HEART RACED WITH ENTHUSIASM! "A PLACE TO CALL HOME" AS JUSTIN
PREACHED! BEING INVOLVED AGAIN IS WONDERFUL, BUT AT 52, | AM GRATEFULLY
REALIZING THAT RELIGION, WORKS AND PERFECT ATTENDANCE DO NOT COMPARE TO A
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.

DEBRA GANDELORA



MY LOVE FOR JESUS A E FOR ME WAS RENEWED ONE NIC N DECEMBER WHEN MY
DAUGHTER INVITE S PLACE TO CHECK OUT “HER” CHURCH. | HAD NO IDEA HOW
THAT NIGHT WOULD GE ME SPIRITUALLY. | HAVE SPECIFICA EN SO IMPRESSED AND
ENCOURAGED BY (OUTH AT CITYCHURCH. THEIR PASSION, E AND DESIRE TO SERVE
JESUS IS DEEPLY INS IG. | HAVE SO ENJOYED SERVING IN THE CITYKIDS PROGRAM; THOSE
CHILDREN ARE N MORE FUN THAN THE YOUNG PEOPLE LEADING THE CHURCH!!
MUCH OF MY SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION HAS HAPPENED ON SUNDAY MORNINGS.
EVERY NEW SERMON SERIES HAS GIVEN ME NEW INSIGHT INTO SCRIPT ND A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S LOVE, PLAN AND m MONS ARE
PRESENTED SUCCINCTLY AND WITH A SENSE OF HUMOR; T

LOUDLY SAY “AMEN”! IT IS IN THE PHENOMENAL MUSIC AND M
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MY HOME COUNTRY OF ETHIOPIA. WHILE AT
i HOME, | HAD PRAYED THAT GOD WOULD
e, LEAD ME TO A COMMUNITY WHERE | WOULD
; L ENCOUNTER THE PRESENCE OF GOD; CITY
2 CHURCH IS 2 BLOCKS AWAY FROM MY
o, HOME! HE KNEW THAT THIS WOULD BE MY
- T NEW HOME. IN THE PAST YEAR, | ATTENDED
A CITYCHURCH ENCOUNTER WEEKEND.
GOD USED THIS WEEKEND TO BREAK
CHAINS OF DARKNESS AND FEAR AND
SHAME IN MY LIFE. SINCE CHILDHOOD |
HAD EXPERIENCED A DEEPLY ENGRAINED
FEAR OF DARKNESS; GOD BROUGHT ME
INTO HIS LIGHT. | HAD SUFFERED FROM
HIDDEN SHAME BECAUSE OF PAST SIN; GOD
CLOTHED ME IN A “NEW WHITE ROBE” WITH
HIS RESTORATION AND PURITY. | HAD
HARBORED RESENTMENT AGAINST MY
. FATHER FOR PAST WRONGS AND COULD
NEVER PRAY FOR HIM; GOD GAVE ME A NEW
HEART OF LOVE FOR MY FATHER.

AS | PURSUE MY DOCTORATE IN
IMMUNOLOGY, | AM FILLED WITH A NEW
DREAM! | LIVE AND WORK IN A WORLD OF
SCIENCE AND RATIONALITY. | AM EXCITED
TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF HIS
TRANSFORMING GOSPEL WITH MY FRIENDS
AND COLLEAGUES WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE
NEVER KNOW ABOUT HIM.

Q GOD BROUGHT ME TO NEW HAVEN FROM

MACY AKALU
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, JESUS CHRIS
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| AM A STUDENT AT QU
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IE POINT OF NO
NATURALLY, M
SITED CITYCHUR:

NSED A DIFFERENT UND THE CHURCH TH
ITED TO ATTEND. C}I ; MY ALL-IN-ONE CHURC

Y MOVED BY THE "CONTEND WITH ME" SERIES; SPECIFICALL

MIRACLES". JUSTIN SPOKE ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YO

ACCORDING TO YOUR HOPES, AND HE ADDRESSED THE ISS
NOT SEEING IT MANIFESTED IN THIS LIFETIME. THIS SERMON
R BECAUS HAD BEEN PRAYING FOR MY DAD’S HEALING. |
SERMON F ME BECAUSE THE VERY NEXT DAY FATHER P
ORD TO ENLIGHTEN, ENCOURAGE AND PREPARE MY HEART FO

THABANI DH L




‘ Py ON‘REFLECTIOA
S, MINIMIZED THE ROLE
\VE BEGUN TO HAVE A DEEPE
HE HOLY SPIRIT AND SEEING HIS PRESE




THE PAST YEAR AND A HALF WAS A SEASON
OF CHANGE. MY HUSBAND ZAC AND | MOVED
FROM MY HOME STATE OF TEXAS TO TULSA
FOR 3 SHORT MONTHS BEFORE MOVING TO
NEW HAVEN IN MAY. THREE MONTHS LATER
WE FOUND OUT | WAS PREGNANT WITH OUR
PRECIOUS BABY GIRL, TATUM. MOVING AWAY
FROM ALL OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN
TEXAS HAS BEEN INCREDIBLY HARD. | HAVE
TIMES OF DOUBT, CONFUSION, AND
LONELINESS WONDERING WHY GOD HAS
BROUGHT US SO FAR AWAY FROM THE FAMILY
THAT | LOVE SO MUCH.
GODBIFHASTUSERMIHISIDIEEICUIETE SEAS@NAINAMY:
LIFE TO GROW MY TRUST IN HIM. I'M STILL IN
THE PROCESSIOERPUMNTINGMYEGDESIRESTAND
WANTS AT HIS FEET IN SURRENDER TO HIS
PLAN FOR MY FAMILY. I'M THANKFUL FOR THE
CITYCHURCH COMMUNITY AND THE NEW
PRECIOUS FRIENDS THAT ENCOURAGE AND
PRAY FOR ME. | AM CONTINUALLY REMINDED
THAT GOD IS FULLY FAITHFUL AND CARES
FOR ME--EVEN WITH THE SMALL THINGS
WHICH WEIGH AT MY HEART. EVEN THOUGH |
CAN'T SEE THE WHOLE PICTURE RIGHT NOW, |
KNOW THIS WILL BECOME A TIME IN MY LIFE
WHICH | WILL TREASURE AS | SEE GOD
BECOMING MY CONSTANT AND CONTINUAL
SOURCE OF STRENGTH, JOY, AND PEACE.

MEREDITH MOWERY
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MY LIFE VERSE IS PSALM 46:10 — “BE STILL AND KNOW THAT | AM GOD.” THIS VERSE IS SO
PRECIOUS TO ME BECAUSE | WAS NOT BROUGHT UP IN A HOME WHICH WAS STILL AND
FILLED WITH THE PRESENCE OF GOD. INSTEAD, | GREW UP WITHIN AN ATMOSPHERE OF
REJECTION, ABUSE AND FEAR. WHEN | CAME TO CITYCHURCH | REALIZED THAT GOD WAS
GOING TO BREAK THAT CYCLE. THE FIRST WAY IN WHICH | SAW HIS HAND WAS IN THE WAY
THAT HE DREW MY DAUGHTER TO HIM AND HEALED HER. | AM SO VERY GRATEFUL FOR HIS
SAVING HER LIFE. HE HAS ALSO BEEN CHANGING MY HEART. | AM LEARNING TO “LEAN
BACK” INTO HIM. | AM ABLE TO TRUST HIM AND HIS PROVISION FOR ME. | AM ABLE TO
CAST MY WORRIES ONTO HIM. | AM BEGINNING TO SEE MYSELF THE WAY HE SEES ME.
PREVIOUSLY, | HAD ALWAYS FEARED REJECTION AND WOULD CONSEQUENTLY NOT SPEAK
OUT, EVEN WHEN | NEEDED TO. ALL OF THAT IS DIFFERENT NOW. | AM FINDING MYSELF
LIVING WITH GOD’S BOLDNESS AND STRENGTH. | AM LEARNING WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE
IN HIM AND TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF OTHERS WITH HIS COURAGE.

MORGAN ZELAZKO

| ONLY CAME TO CITYCHURCH ON MOTHER’S DAY BECAUSE MY MOM TRICKED ME INTO IT!
IT WAS ON MY SECOND VISIT THAT | REALIZED THAT IT WAS REALLY GOD WHO WAS
CALLING ME TO BE THERE. TWO WEEKS PRIOR | HAD BEEN IN THE HOSPITAL AFTER A
FAILED ATTEMPT TO END MY OWN LIFE. AS JUSTIN SPOKE THAT SUNDAY, GOD USED HIM
TO SPEAK TO ME. JUSTIN OBEDIENTLY SPOKE GOD’S WORDS, AND | KNEW THAT DAY THAT
GOD WAS CALLING ME TO BE HEALED OF THE PAIN, THE ABANDONMENT AND THE FEAR
WHICH HAD OPPRESSED ME FOR SO LONG. AFTER THE SERVICE | PRAYED WITH A MEMBER
OF THE PRAYER TEAM AND WAS ABLE TO TALK MORE WITH JUSTIN. GOD DID A MIRACLE ON
THAT SUNDAY! MY LIFE IS RADICALLY DIFFERENT. | WAS ABLE TO TESTIFY TO THIS NEW
BIRTH IN BAPTISM THIS YEAR. WHAT A JOY IT WAS TO SHARE MY TESTIMONY! | AM ALSO
NOW LIVING IN COMMUNITY AND AM A MEMBER OF A SERVANT TEAM. MOST IMPORTANTLY,
| KNOW THAT GOD HAS HIS HAND ON ME, THAT MY LIFE HAS VALUE TO HIM, AND THAT HE
HAS A PURPOSE FOR ME.

HARLEY ZELAZKO
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| AM SO THANKFUL TO ¢
DAVE AND WILL, WH
MINISTRIES BEFORE TI
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RCH WAS MY FIRST CHU Y FROM HOME. | CHECKEDM
S INITIALLY, BUT ONCE | F CH | NEVER LOOKED BACK.
THE VERY BEGINNING; | ATTENDED THE LAST PRE-LAUNCH MEETING IN§
HE FORMAL LAUNCH. IN THE BEGINNING | ONLY INTERACTED WITH OTHER
{E UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN. | THEN LOST MY JOB, AND STARTED TO ATTE
NITY GROUP THAT | COULD. GOD STARTED TO BREAK CHAINS IN MY LIFE. | LEA
.| WAS ABLE TO BE AUTHENTIC WITH OTHER PEOPLE. | STARTED TO LET OTHER
LOSE. THIS IS A COMMUNITY LIKE NO OTHER. IT IS A HOME WHERE HIS LOVE IS E!
OTIVATED TO STEP OUT OF MY COMFORT ZONE AND TAKE RISKS ON A REGULAR
IS GROWING ME SO QUICKLY, PRIMARILY IN THE AREA OF SERVICE. | ATTENDED MY
DUNTER WEEKEND 2 YEARS AGO. IT WAS SCARY TO SEE THE HOLY SPIRIT WORK IN M)
ENTLY, | ATTENDED ANOTHER ENCOUNTER WEEKEND. | FOUND NOT ONLY THAT GOD
N CHANGING MY LIFE, BUT | FELT TREASURED AND CARED FOR. | AM THANKFUL FOR
CHURCH. v

ELIZABETH HI













- 'WE CAME TO CITYCHURCH INCREDIBLY BRUISED AND BATTERED BY OUR PREVIOUS CHURCH
: EXBERIENCESXG@D HAS BEGUN THE PROCESS OF REDEFINING THE CONCEPT OF “CHURCH. HE
-/AS FAITHFULLY REVEALED THE TRUTH OF HIS PLAN FOR US AT CITYCHURCH BY SHOWING US
T
F

HOSE LIES WHICH HAD BOUND
™ 7 FROM A PAST WHICH, ON THE QUI
* ' FAITH AND FREEDOM, BUT IN RE
g KNOW HOW SICK WE WERE! AT

. IN A DYSFUNCTIONAL VERSION OF COMMUNITY. WE CAME
VARD APPEARANCE, CLOAKED ITSELF IN THE TRAPPINGS OF
Y ENSLAVED US. WE WERE SICK AND WE DID NOT REALLY
y HURCH, GOD HAS BEEN REVEALING HIS INTENTIONAL
7/ DESIGN FOR COMMUNITY. WE Al O GRATEFUL TO BE LABORING TOGETHER WITH THE
MEMBERS OF HIS BODY, AND ARE EXPERIENCING HEALING AND FREEDOM AS WE SEE HIM
WORK IN OUR LIVES. IT HAS BEEN A PROCESS. YEAR ONE WAS THE MOMENT OF REVELATION.
WE BEGAN TO SEE TRUTH! YEAR TWO WAS WHEN GOD TAUGHT US WHAT IT MEANT TO
PRACTICALLY LIVE WITHIN A COMMUN{TY,OF BELIEVERS AND HOW TO HOLD EACH OTHER
ACCOUNTABLE IN GRACE. AS WE ENTER YEAR.THREE, WE ARE SEEING GOD DIGGING OUT
THOSE FINAL ROOTS OF UNBELIEF AND SLAVERY. WE CANNOT WAIT TO SEE WHAT IS NEXT!

JULIE & JAMIE STONER

O






THE MORE | WALK WITH GOD, THE MORE | SEE MYSELF
AS AN OVERALL HAPPIER PERSON. | LOVE HELPING
PEOPLE AND CITYCHURCH HAS PROVIDED A MEANS

OF SERVING PEOPLE THROUGH SERVING GOD. | HAVE

MADE SO MANY GREAT FRIENDS WHO ARE MY
SUPPORT NET WHENEVER | AM GOING THROUGH A
TOUGH TIME, AND NOTHING CAN REPLACE GOD'S

LOVE SHINIH HROUGH HUNDREDS OF HIS
CHILDREN ARTS IN A TIME OF NEED.
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“WHAT JOY - FOR THOSE WHOSE SFTRENGTH COMES
FROM THE LORD, WHO HAVE SET THEIR MINDS ON A
PILGRIMAGE..WHEN THEY WALK THROUGH THE
VALLEY OF WEEPING, |T WILL BECOME A PLACE OF
REFRESHING SPRINGS.”

-PSALM 84:5-6A
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